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Group Announces Plans To Purchase 
Town and Country Golf, Supper Club 


The Imminent sale of t h e|been valued for tax purposes at 
Town and Country Club golf $375,000 by Allouez. 
course and supper club in the Involved in the sale are a 
Town of Allouez was announced nine-hole golf course, supper 
today. club, driving range and par- 

The recreation area, one of three golf course. The layout 
. the oldest golf courses in North- comprises approximately 75 
eastern Wisconsin, is being sold acres on both sides of Fox Riv- 
to a group of area men by the er Drive (Highway 57), about a 
heirs and executors of the es- mile north of the De Pere-AUou- 
tate of the late Mr. and Mrs. ez boundary. 

V. E. Ilendrie. | Rumors of the impending sale 

Purchasers are Ralph H.have been circulating for some 
Paulson, Leo Bordeleau, Dr. (i me an( j have caused consider- 
John Goelz, James F. Heyrman a h] e concern among home own- 
and Donald E. Sorjuet. The Hen- ers whose property borders the 
drie heirs are Walter Klunk, golf course. Neither the pur- 
Robert E. Jones and Melvin Al- chasers nor the sellers have 
bert. made a formal statement on 

Price Not Disclosed the projected use of the proper- 

It is understood that complete ty. 
agreement on the terms of the Paulson, a spokesman for the 
sale has been reached and for- purchasing group, previously in¬ 
itial t r a n f e r of ownership Seated, however, that plans for 
awaits only the written approv- its use have not been made but 
al of one of the sellers w ho is that the supper club would con- 
out of the city. The deal, one of tinue in operation and be con- 
the largest of its kind in the im- sjderably improved, 
mediate area in several years, Ap Scaled 
is expected to be closed within m , 

the next two weeks. L Th « fat ® of ' he golf course, a 

The purchase price was not fam,1,ar landmark for more 

disclosed. T h e property has ,ha " , hal J a century, appears 

-sealed. According to Klunk, 

the decisive factor in the deci¬ 
sion to sell was a recent in¬ 
crease in the assessed value of 
the property from $85,000 to 
$375,000 in the general reassess¬ 
ment of the town. 

The resulting heavy increase 
in taxes, Klunk said, made the 
continued operation of the golf 
course no longer feasible as a 
private commercial venture. 

While the disappearance of 
the course would be an esthetic 
loss to Allouez, it will not inter¬ 


fere with the proper develop- crated recreational facility. No 
ment of open space within the 0 ff er j 0 sell W as ever made to 
town, according to regional and { | ie board nor has the board of- 
county planners. fered to buy it. 

While the course was includ- Contains No Restriction 

ed as future open space in the contrary t0 rU mor, the will of 

recent repoi t of the Regional j^ r Hendrie contains no provi- 
Plan Commission on future land sjon for (he continuatlon of the 

use projected to 198a, it uas property as a golf course, nor 
listed only because it was al- ^ (R ere an y restriction on the 
ready there according to Coun- even(uaI (Jispositjon and use of 
ty Planner Ralph Bergman. 

Retention Is Desirable Except for a five-acre portion 

Bergman explained that while 0 f the lra ct between Highway 
retention of the golf club was 57 and the p ox Ri ver , nort h of 
desirable for esthetic and rec- t h e creek running through the 
reational purposes it was not par -throe course, the entire 
essential to the planned growth tract is zoned as B Residential, 
of Allouez. Open space for the The B classification permits the 
town, which can grow to an es- c 0 n s t r u c t i 0 n of two-fami- 
timated maximum population of j y homes, which are not per- 
22,000 by 1985, was confined in m jtted in A Residence areas, 
the regional plan report to the T1|p (jve acres are zoned c 
development of the East f iver Residentia | an AUouez olasstfi . 
Parkway and neishborhood ca(jon , ha| permits mu „, , e 
parks adjacent to schools. aparlmpnt unils . 

Allouez presently has three No u „ on for rezoni has 
parks, one of which will ulti- ljcen made , 0 (he , ow „ 
mately be incorporated into the 0ne of , he o|dpst |f courses 
parkway. The others are adja- jn Northcastcrn wisconsin the 


cent to existing schools. 


Town and Country course was 


Town officials have stated laid out in 1915 for the Fox Riv* 
that at no time has the town or Country Club, organized that 
board contemplated or discuss- ycar as successor to the origi- 
ed the possibility of purchasing na l Wau-Bu-Nuk-Qua Country 
the country club property for club on the north edge of De 
retention as a municipally op- p ere . ] t bec-ame a public fee 

course after the organization of 
the Oneida Golf and Riding 
Club and dissolution of the Fox 
River Club in the early 1930s. 

The course was purchased 
more than 20 years ago by the 
late V. E. Hendrie and a group 
of associates. Mr. Hendrie even¬ 
tually bought out his partners 
and became sole owner. 





Towne and Country is a survivor 


By Sharon Raboln 

Of the Press-Gazette 

The Towne and Country Driving 
Range doesn’t exactly qualify as a 
landmark. The shack that greets 
its customers sits rather unpreten¬ 
tiously along Riverside Drive in 
Allouez. 

But for more than 30-some years 
people have been stopping at 
Towne and Country to hit buckets 
of golf balls. 

It has existed from President 
Truman to President Reagan, from 
long skirts to mini skirts back to 
long skirts, and from ducktails to 
long hair to short hair. 

Other driving ranges have come 
and gone in that time, but Towne 
and Country has endured. 

Why? 

Primarily because of its location. 

11 is handy for golfers living in De 
Pere, Allouez and on the East Side 
of Green Bay. 

‘‘They probably couldn’t find a 
better spot to be centrally located,” 
said Walter Klunk, a former part- 
owner. 

Robert Pawlowski, who current¬ 
ly leases the property, said: “I 
think the location has a lot to do 
with it. It’s accessible.” 

Another reason for the success of 
the driving range, particularly in 
the beginning, was the installation 
of lights. Ken Houston, a former 
operator, put them in during the 
mid-1950s. 

‘‘It was the only place with lights 
where you could hit it at night,” 
said Houston. “(People) had some¬ 
thing to do at night. There wasn’t a 
lot to do in this town at night then. 

I think it’s still the only place.” 

The driving range was started by 
the late Vince Hendrie, who owned 

Please see Range/C-2 
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Press Gazette photo by John E. Roemer 

Home on the range: The Towne and Country Driv- Jeanne Winkler, 3543 Shady Lane, tries a practice 
ing Range is believed to be the oldest in the area, swing as her daughter, Andrea, watches and waits 
dating back more than 30 some years. Here, to bring up the next ball. 
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□ Range 

the Towne and Country golf course 
and restaurant. The range was 
built across the street from the 
course, which opened in 1916 and 
was originally named the Fox Riv¬ 
er Valley Country Club. 

Fox River Valley was the second 
golf course to be built in the area. 
The first was Wau-Bu-Nu-Qua 
Country Club, which started in 
1903 and folded in 1910. 

The Towne and Country course 
is gone now. The land was devel¬ 
oped into homes in the mid-70s. 


And that may be the fate of the 
driving range. 

Tom Calaway, who handles the 
affairs of its owner, Mrs. Catherine 
Paulson, said the property is for 
sale. 

But for now, golfers continue to 
practice their swings there. The 
range hasn’t changed much over 
the years, and neither has the type 
of people who frequent it. 

There are some regulars, but 
most people come on impulse. If 
the weather is nice, if they see oth¬ 
ers out hitting the ball, or if they 
are playing poorly, they come to 
the driving range. 


Some people say the popularity 
of the range has waned in recent 
years. 

But Pawlowski, who signed a 
lease this year and is the sixth to do 
so in the past 15 years, said he has 
been pleased with business so far. 

“We leased it on a Thursday, 
cleaned it up and opened it a Satur¬ 
day without telling anyone and 
there was a continous flow of traf¬ 
fic,” Pawlowski said. 

“We opened it up and it wouldn’t 
stop. They just kept coming and 
coming. I was surprised myself at 
how it took off. It’s been a very 
successful enterprise.” 



- March 7, 2002- 

Old supper club is going, going, almost gone 


BYANDYBEHRENDT 

localnews@greenbaypressgazette.com 

Eight years after closing 
its doors to Allouez resi¬ 
dents who have since la¬ 
beled it an eyesore, the for¬ 
mer Town & Country Sup¬ 
per Club is all but gone. 

The subject of a two-year 
court dispute, the aging 
building at 

3245 River- AllOUeZ 

side Drive is - 

being razed 

this week by a backhoe and 
carried away in pieces by 
trucks. The demolition is 
expected to be done this 
week, said Ralph Witte, vil¬ 
lage building inspector. 

It isn’t a sad sight for 


neighbors, even for those 
with the fondest memories 
of the former restaurant. 

“It was an eyesore the 
way it was,” said Min 
Smith, who has lived across 
the street for 30 years. “I 
think as far as the neigh¬ 
borhood is concerned, it’s 
going to look a lot better.” 

For Smith, the Town & 
Country was across the 
street from her home on 
Stambaugh Road. It also 
had good service and good 
food, she said. 

“It was beautiful,” agreed 
Louie Blaser, a 20-year resi¬ 
dent of nearby St. Mary’s 
Boulevard. “It was one of 

> See Restaurant, B-2 



Construction crews are busy this week razing the former Town & County Supper Club 
on Riverside Drive in Allouez. Patrick Ferron/Press-Gazette 



Restaurant/Neighbors complained 



Tom Calaway said he has redevelopment plans for the Town & 
Country Supper Club property. The entrance was the last part of the 
building to be knocked down. Patrick Ferron/Press-Gazette 


► From B-1 

the nicest places you could go, 
and the food was excellent. It 
was so nice to go there on a Fri¬ 
day night — they had a shrimp 
scampi that you couldn’t be¬ 
lieve.” 

Now, after years of walking 
and driving by the decaying 
property, Blaser calls the demoli¬ 
tion a godsend. 

He is among many neighbors 
who have complained to the Al- 
louez Village Board about the for¬ 
mer restaurant, which has been 
vacant since its closing in 1993. 

The problems 

According to Allouez Adminis¬ 
trator and Clerk-Treasurer Sue 
Foxworthy, the village inspected 
the building in July 1998, declar¬ 
ing it structurally sound. In 
February 2000, however, the vil¬ 
lage began to de¬ 
clare the site a 
public nuisance. 

“What precipi¬ 
tated it were the 
complaints from 
the surrounding 
neighbors be¬ 
cause of vandal¬ 
ism to the build¬ 
ing, the building being in disre¬ 
pair and neighbors spotting 
what they felt were rodents,” 
Foxworthy said. “The police 
were called a number of times to 
the building for supposed break- 
ins. ... It’s just that it was dilapi¬ 
dated and in disrepair.” 

That disrepair, village officials 
reported, included a leaking 
roof, flooded floors and broken 
light fixtures. 

The building’s owners, Tom 
and Sandra Calaway of Green- 
leaf, were given 30 days to ad¬ 
dress the concerns before the vil¬ 
lage would officially declare the 
building a public nuisance and 
could thus condemn and demol¬ 
ish the “eyesore.” 

Instead, the Calaways took the 
village to court in March 2000 
over the order. 

The resulting two-year legal 
process, Foxworthy said, has to¬ 
taled $25,000 for the village in at¬ 
torney and witness fees. 

Complaints disputed 

Tom Calaway, whose father-in¬ 


law, Ralph Paulson, had owned 
the supper club and once-neigh¬ 
boring golf course since the mid- 
1960s, maintains that the build¬ 
ing was never an eyesore for 
neighbors. 

“Anyone who drove by the 
property could see that it was in 
the basic, same condition from 
the exterior as it was over the 
years,” he said. 

The Calaways were on hand 
for a second inspection of the 
building in May 2000, following 
further complaints from neigh¬ 
bors. For legal purposes, Fox¬ 
worthy said, the village attorney 
and state building inspector also 
inspected the space. 

The Calaways agreed to com¬ 
ply with the Court of Appeals 
ruling and began demolishing 
the last week. 

Redevelopment planned 

Tom Calaway shed some light 
on his reasons behind the court 
case, saying he wasn’t about to 
raze the building without a fu¬ 
ture plan. 

“There had been a number of 
things that had been discussed 
over the last year or two,” he 
said, “but it really took a number 
of those things to come together. 

“We’re planning on building a 
whole new center there,” he said 

Calaway wouldn’t elaborate, 
but said concerned neighbors 
can expect an announcement in 
the next 90 days. 

Blaser said he hoped for some¬ 
thing more accommodating to 


The case 

The Town & Country Sup¬ 
per Club closed in 1993. 

The village of Allouez 
began to declare the supper 
club a public nuisance in 
February 2000. The property 
owners, Tom and Sandra 
Calaway, took the village to 
court in March 2000. The • 
case came before Brown 
County Circuit Court Judge 
Richard Dietz on Dec. 21, 
2000. Dietz ruled in favor of 
the village and ordered the 
building razed within 30 
days, but the Calaways ap¬ 
pealed. 

In September 2001, the 
Third Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals heard the case and 
also ruled for the village. The 
Calaways were set to appeal 
again. 

• 

the community than the previ¬ 
ous building. 

“I’d like to see anything go in 
there that would be clean and le¬ 
gitimate,” he said. 

Allouez Trustee Mark Denis 
said he appreciates the under¬ 
standing of the neighbors dur¬ 
ing the last two years of court 
cases. 

“They were very, very pa¬ 
tient,” Denis said, “but you had 
to go through the process, be¬ 
cause it’s there, and it’s the law.” 



Foxworthy 



